m^f^ 



i I! |1, 




^-^=^^2Mi^l;Ktiiii&^ 




Cornell 

University 

Library 



CORNELL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 




3 1924 104 015 056 





Cornell University 
Library 



The original of this book is in 
the Cornell University Library. 

There are no known copyright restrictions in 
the United States on the use of the text. 



http://www.archive.org/details/cu31924104015056 



SERMON 

Preached before the 

House of LORDS, 

I N TH E 

Abbey-Church of Weftminftery 

On Friday, February 17, 1758. 

BEING THE 

Day appointed to be obferved as a General FAST. 



B Y 

'-yJOHN, LordBifhop o£ SALISBURY. 



LO NDON: 

Printed for John Whiston and Benjamin White, at 

Mr. Boyle's Head, in Fleet-Jlreet, 

MDCCLVIII. 



Die Luna, 2 o Februarit^ '^1^^' 
Ordered^ 

BY the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Par- 
liament aflembled, That the Thanks of this 
Houfe be, and they are hereby, given to the Lord 
Bifhop of Salijburyy for the Sermon by him preach- 
ed before this Houfe on Friday laft, in the Abbey - 
Church, JVeJiminJier ; and he is hereby defired to 
caufe the fame to be forthwith printed and pub- 

lifhed. 

Afhley Cowpery Cler. Parliamentor. 



[ ' 1 



LUKE viiii 24. 

And they came to him, and awoke him, faying, MaJleTy 
mafier, we perijh : then he arofe, and rebuked the 
wind, and the raging of the water, and they ceafed, 
andthere was a calm. 



TH E incident, to which my text relates, is 
recorded by three of the EvangeHfts, as a 
very remarkable inftance of that power and 
authority with ^hich our Lord a6ted. 

The relation begins here at the 2 2d verfe, where 
we read, that our Lord went with his difciples into a 
fhip, and they launched forth : hut as they failed, he fell 
afleep, and there came down a form of wind on the lake, 
and they were filed -with' water , and were in jeopardy, 
and they came to him, and awoke him, faying, Mafter, 
mafier, we perif> : then he arofe and rebuked the windy 
and the raging of the water, and they ceafed, and there 
was a calm, 

~ -■ -■ "'^ B -The 
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The difcipleshad no doubt been already witneffes to 
feveral inftaaces^of their mailer's divine power : if we 
go back to the former chapter, we are there informed, 
that he had cured the Centurion's fervant at a diftance, 
by a bare word j and that he had rai"fed the widow's fon 
to life again : and yet we cannot but obferve from the 
paffage before us, that thefe extraordinary ads of his 
power h^ not been able fully to confirm their faith 
in him : for tho' by this direft and earneft applica- 
tion under their diftrefs, they plainly difbover'd, that 
they put fome truft in his power ; yet their manner 
of applying betray 'd as plainly the weaknefs of it. 
There is a mixture of fear and confufion, as well as df 
hope ^nd truft, expreffed in the text ; fuch a fliffi- 
dence and apprehenfion of danger, as can never • be 
reconciled with a firm and fteady reliance on the 
power of our Lord. Indeed the truth pf this obfer- 
vation evidently appears frorii the reprobr which their 
behaviour drew upon them even from their mild and 
gracious matter : Where is your faith f or, as St. Mat- 
thew has recorded it. Why are ye fearful^ ye of 
little faith f 

This incident therefore had a plain and dire(5t ten- 
dency to ftrengthen that faith, which was yet weak 
and tender ; and to attach the difciples hiore dofely 
to the interefts of their naafter, by affording fuch an 

amazing 
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amazing inftanqe of his power, as well as endearing 
proof of his care and concern for them : and though 
this adt of power was no greater than he had befbre, 
in feveral inftances, exerted, it might probably afFe<9: 
them in a much ftronger manner ; as it inftantly, 
and entirely removed an imminent danger, in which 
they themielves were involved ; and as this faving 
hand was not reached out tothem, till they were ful- 
ly fenfible of their being in the utmoft want of it. 
Accordingly we find the difciples remarkably ftruck 
and warmed with this event; for, upon our Lord's 
asking them, JVhere is your faith f we read, that they 
being afraid^ wonder d^ fay^^^g <^^^ t^^ another^ What 
manner of man is thisf for he commandeth even the 
winds-i and the water ^ and they obey him. 

It is natural therefore to gbfervej that this feem- 
ingly unfavourable incident was capable of being im- 
proved to the moft excellent purpofes : the generali- 
ty of mankind are too apt to regret that any part of 
-this {hort life fhould be fpent in uneafinefs and dif- 
appointments, in difficulties and dangers: and yet 
thefe feafons, when the care and indulgence of a wiie 
providence are working iegether for our good^ are fre- 
quently the moft critical and in|tru6tive in human 
life. If the :difciples.had been to chufe for themfelves, 
they would, no doubt, have defired a fmooth and un- 

B 2 difturb'd 
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difturb'd paflage ; and yet we fee reafon to conclude, 
tliat this rough and boifterous one proved moft to 
their advantage ; and that, however it might for the 
prefent ruffle, and even terrify them, it could not but 
tend greatly to the future repofe and calm of their 
minds. It was of the utmoft confequence to the dif- 
ciples, to have their faith in the power, as well as 
goodnefs of their mafter confirmed to them in the 
fulleft and cleareft manner ; becaufe it was this firm 
perfuafion, which was to prove one of their fureft and 
ftrongeft fupports in the day of trial : and this end 
was admirably promoted by that gradual difplay of our 
Lord's power and goodnefs, to which the difciples were 
conftant, and daily witnefles : when they were after- 
wards brought before kings and princes for his name's 
lake, thefe feveral inftances would naturally recur to, 
and, as naturally, fortify their minds. 

And if we apply the obfervation, which I have 
made upon this paflage with refpe£t to the difciples, 
to ourfelves, we ftiall be ftill more fenfible of its jufb- 
nefs and truth. Every diftrefs or calamity, in what- 
ever fbape it afliaults us, has its proper ufe j and may, 
in fome refpeft or other, make us wifer or better : 
we may trace fome wife end in every evil which be- 
falls us, which is generally beft underfliood from the 
nature of the evil itfelf, and from a careful, impartial 

review 
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review of ourfelves. It may ferv6 either to humble 
our pride, or improve our patience ; it may tend to 
undeceive us, and to redify our miftaken notions ; to 
cure us of that thoughtlefnefs, and levity, and difli- 
pation, which are enemies to a moral, as well as re- 
ligious condudt ; and to expofe that unreafonable 
complacency and confidence in things here, which 
we are all too ^pt to entertain^ 

And if wefhould go on to apply the fame obfer- 
vation to publick difficulties and dangers, we fhall find 
that it will hold at leaft equally true with refpedt to 
them : for as any private diftrefs or calamity may be 
improved to the advantage of that particular perfon 
who labours under it; folikewife, by parity of reafon, 
when this diftrefs or calamity becomes publick, the 
community in this cafe may reap all that benefit and 
improvement which, in the former, was confined to 
individuals ; with this rnaterial difference, that there 
is fomething in the nature of publick calamities, and 
in the effeft and influence which they have upon 
mankind, of a more awful and awakening kind. 

If then private evils and calamities carry with them 

a powerful admonition carefully to inlped: our lives, 

and to corred: what is amifs in them ; publick evils 

' and calamities call upon us in the mofl; folemn and 

2 alarming 
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alarming manner, to confider ferioufly which are the 
peculiar infirmities and difeafes, which the prevailing 
fins and vices of the community, in order to pro- 
mote a publick reformation, a national repentance. 
The more difFufed and general the diftrefs is, the wider 
compafs does it take in inftrudting mankind ; and in 
this view, when any nation is funk in vice and wick- 
ednefs, there is no method fo likely to rouze and re- 
claim them, as fome publick judgment. Private dif- 
trefs can operate but flowly in a publick reformation: 
we muft be united in our danger, before we fhall 
unite in the means of efcaping it. That method 
therefore which moft effcdually unites our danger, 
and the fears arifing from it, will moft efFedually 
unite our endeavours to remove them : and if this 
end is beft anfwered by fome publick judgment or 
calamity, which threatens all with the lame equal, 
impartial leverity, we fee the realbnablenefs and wif- 
dom of this manner of applying to mankind, confi- 
dered as incorporated into focieties, or connected 
by the larger combination of ftates and kingdoms. 

Great offence, I am fenfible, has been fbme- 
times taken at our confidering, and treating the ca- 
lamities we at any time fuffer under, as divine judge- 
ments : it has been branded not only as fuperftitious, 
but as an aft of great impiety, to pronounce thus of 

the 
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the ways of God, which proceed in a natural eftab- 
liflied order, and then to prefume to argue from our 
own rafh premifes. 

This objedion, plaufible as it may at firft fight 
appear, is, I fear, intended to throw an argument 
out of thequeftion, which is peculiarly calculated to 
awaken, and reform mankind. The objedion arifes 
not from its being a bad, or weak argument, but 
from its being too good a one, becaufe it affords too 
powerful an aid to virtue and religion. 

If the judgnients or calamities, which fall upon 
individuals or communities, arife in the natural or- 
der and coUrfe of things, Who eflablifhed this ori- 
ginal conftitution ? faj If God has ordained, that a 
Jinful nation fhould be punifhed in the natural, and 
ordinary courfe of things ; if he is - pleafed to adl in 
this plain and fimple manner; if he would have the 
wicked fee and know, that, without any extraordi- 
nary exertion of his power, without any other in- 
ftrument, than that of their own vices, and thq fia- 

(a) And yet, I think, there can be no reafonable doubt, but that 
the operation of thefe general laws, which were originally fixed in 
the natural world, can be either accelerated, retarded, or fufpended, 
as fhall feem beft to the infinite wifdora which firft eftablifhed 
them. 

tural 
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tural effects of them, he can feverely chaftife them 
for their folly and difobedience ; I fee not the fha- 
dow of an objediion to this proceeding. 

Still thefe ca:lamities may very fitly and reaibn- 
ably be confidered and treated by us as judgments, 
and marks of the divine difpleafure, both becaufc 
this fentiment is natural to the mind of man, and 
becaufe, without fuppofing its truth and juftnefs, it 
will, I apprehend, be impofllble for us to conceive 
either the ufe, or wifdom, or goodnefs of fuch a 
conftitution ; whereas in the prefent view, it ferves 
to illuftrate God's moral government in an admira- 
ble manner, by recommending virtue and obedi- 
ence in this plain and eafy, and experimental me- 
thod of inftru6tion. Indeed all our calamities and 
misfortunes are brought on in a natural way ; muft 
they therefore be confidered only as things of courfe, 
and not treated as judgments or punishments for 
our fins ? Providence is concerned in the original, 
^fe appointment ; but man is the author of his 
own guilt and mifery (b). 

(h) If any" man (hould 6nd himfelf difpofed to objeft, that the 
conftrtution itfclf is wrong, he will do well to confider the difficulty 
of proviag it to be fo. 



Th 
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This manner of reafoning feems agreeable to 
unprejudiced minds; but the Scriptures, where 
they have any weight, have fettled this point, and 
here I fhall leave it for the prefent ; being unwill- 
ing to fpend any more of the time, which is allowed 
me, in difputing with unreafonable men, when I am 
fenfible it may be fo much more ufefuUy employed 
in humbling ourfelves before God. 

I PROCEED therefore to obferve, that befides this 
general good tendency in the difficulties and dan- 
gers, to which individuals and communities are ex- 
pofed, they are peculiarly ufeful in convincing us 
of our own weaknefs and infufficiency, and con- , 
fequently, in irnprinting on our minds a truth, 
which it concerns us, in the higheft degree, to 
know* 

A s long as we can go on in our purfults with 
eafe and fuccefs, and feem to ourfelves to be under 
noneceflity of having recourfe to a fuperior Being, 
w€ are extremely prone to forget that there is one, 
and to pleafe ourfelves with imagining, that we 
are fufficient to our own fafety and happinefs. My 
power hath gotten me this^ is too frequently the 
language, of the fons of men, whofe reafon and 
hourly experience, if at all attended to, would 

C enable 
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enaWe them to judge better. Any ftorm or tem- 
peft, which can awaken them out of this falfe and 
weak fecurity, muft be to them one of the moft 
defirable events. 

But when we fee ourfelves befet with dangers^ 
and the iffue appears to be extremely doubtful; 
much more when the difficulties, we ftruggle 
with, elude all our own art and ftrength, and 
feem to mock their united efforts ; it is then that 
we learn to fufpeA ourfelves, and to reduce the 
miftaken notions we have entertained of our own 
power and ftrength, within juft and fober bounds. 
When there came down a Jiorm of wind on the lake^ 
and they were filled with water ^ and were in jeopar^ 
dy, it was then that the difciples faw the neceffity 
there was of fome abler and more fkillful pilot ; 
it was then that they came to him^ and awoke him^ 
faying^ Majler^ majier^ w^ /i^r^ ; it was then that 
they were filled with a juft and afieding fenfe 
of their own weaknefs, how infufficient man is to 
his own fafety and prefervation, and that no time 
was to be loft in making this earneft application, 
Save^ Lord, or we peri/h. 

Self-preservation and fear feem to be the 
moft adive and powerful principles in this dege- 
nerate 
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nerate ftate: and fince our love and latitude 
cannot prevail upon us to call upon God, it is hap- 
py for us that our fears can bring us to him. 
They, indeed, can, though confiderations of aft 
higher and more generous nature, have loft their 
weight. 

Accordingly it has been obferved with what 
fymptoms of real forrow and humiliation thefe 
folemnities have been attended ; and that we have 
demeaned ourfelves with a degree of ferioufnefs 
and devotion, uncommon, almoft unknown of 
late, in thefe kingdoms. I am forry that I muft 
add, that it has likewife been obferved, and la- 
mented by all true lovers of their country, how 
very foon thefe favourable fymptoms have gone off, 
and how fuddenly we have relapfed into our former 
dangerous fituation. 

You fee how much eafier it is to alarm our 
fears, than to excite in us a lafting fenfe of grati- 
tude. Not only every real danger, but every ap- 
pearance of it can do the former ; whereas the lat- 
ter can remain cold and infenfible to a multitude 
of undeferved mercies. But it is well for us, if 
by any means we are convinced, that God is our 
Jirength\ becaufe there is no truth of greater im- 

C 2 portance 
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portance in the condudt: of life, none better calcu^ 
lated to prevent thofe frequent mifcarriages, which 
are the natural efFefts of prefumption and conceit ; 
none which can afford greater peace to our minds,, 
or fecurity to our fleps. 

A s this leflbn is ufeful and important, fo is it 
-alfo obvious, and it feems almoft impoflible ta 
miftake it : this is the ufe which every man's reafon 
will diredl him to make of the evils and dangers, 
which perpetually furround us, and which we can 
neither prevent by our fore-fight, nor conquer 
by our own art or ftrength: indeed there is no 
other rational way of proceeding, but, when we 
fee and feel our own weaknefs, to look out for that 
ftrength and fufficiency which we plainly perceive. 
is not in ourfelves. 

For what elfe Is to be done ? Shall we take up 
the vain and foolifh projed: of him, who, in a 
ftorm, endeavoured to fetter the fea, and to fix 
his chains upon the waves ? as if it had been for 
him to fay, Hitherta /halt thou cotm^ and ~ no far- 
ther^ and here jhall thy proud waves he Jlay d : and 
yet they are guilty of the fame phrenzy, and dif- 
pute the point with as litde profpeft of fuccefs,. 
who plaaand form fchemes for themfelves without 

any 



[ 13 ] 

any attention or regard to the over-ruling provi- 
dence of God. The proud king oiAJfyria thought 
himfelf, no doubt, extremely fecure of fuccefs, 
wh^n he fentthis meffage to Hezekiahy Let not thy 
God y in whom thou, trujiejly deceive thee: and yet 
under that very protection, which he treated with 
fo much contempt, the virgin^ the daughter of Siorty 
could defpife' him y and laugh him to fcorn : the daugh- 
ter of yerufakm could jhake her head at him. That 
G6d> in whom HezeMah trufted, could put a hoolt 
in his nofey and a bridle in his lip^y and turn him 
back by the wayy by which he came : in which words 
the prophet has exprefled, in a very fignififcant as 
well as elegant manner, how entirely this haughty 
king was under the power and command of that 
Being whom he had prefumed to defy. 

There are no fcenes of providence more awful 
and interefting, than thofe which reprefent the Tti- 
preme Being, as putting down the mighty from their 
featy and fcattering the proud in the imagination of 
their hearts : and there are no paffages, either in 
facred or profane hiftory, more apt to engage and 
warm the mind of the reader, than thofe where 
tlie enemies to the liberties and peace, and happi- 
nefs of mankind, are ftopt and arrefted in their 
deftrudive courfes. A painful fulpenfe, and even 

anxiety 
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anxiety is kept up till we meet wl^h.fome turn in 
favour of the injur'd and opprellcd ; and when at 
laft a 'way is made for them to efcape^ which is ge- 
nerally the caie, the generous mind feels uncomr 
mon fenfations of the higheft and moft refined 
pleafure. We cannot but have difcova'ed in our:- 
felves a peculiar impatience in waiting for.thefe 
events; and when any intervening fuccefl^s, fal] 
out on the j(ide of opprefHon, which is fometirnes 
the method c^ providence, we feel npt only a fecref 
difappointment, but, as it were, indignation at thefe 
delays j not perhaps confidering that thefe fuccefles 
and delays have a plain tendency to mak(£ the pu- 
nifhment and fall of thefe enemies of mankind 
more exemplary and fignal : it is not for their fake 
that this method is purfued ; but in order to make 
their deftrudlion more grievous and mortifying to 
themfelves, more inftrudive and awakening to the 
world (c). 

(c) It feems not unreafonable to conclude, that, if the great and 
general fcheme of providence would permit, all afts of tyranny and 
oppreflion would receive a fignal punifliment in this life : Bui the 
fame all-wife being who fuffers it to he fo now^ permits likewife 
plague, peftilence and famine, to be a part of that wife difcipline, 
which heexercifes over mankind. Thefe are ordained, not, furely, fiorn 
any delight in the defolation which they fpread, but from the 'expe- 
diency and neceffity of fuch folemn and awakening inftruftion. ' 
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I WAS eafily and naturally led into thefe reflec- 
tions by the fimilitude which I had obferved be- 
tween the haughtinefs and felf-fufEciency of the 
king of Ajjyria^ and that of a neighbouring prince, 
who affects likewife to be called The Great Kingy 
who has deftined us, as Sennacherib did yerufahm^ 
to deftrudlion ; who feems to confider it as a dimi- 
nution of his own glory and happinefs, that we are 
a protejiant 2.n6. yr^^ people; and who, we truft, 
will foon know, that the fame God who delivered 
Jerufalem out of the hands of the king of AJJyriay 
can likewife defend this city tofave it. 

But then it muft always be remember'd, that, 
as the evils or dangers which threaten either indi- 
viduals or communities are appointed for wife ends, 
it is reafoiiable to conclude, that thefe evils and 
dangers muft firft- anfwer and bring about their 
proper ends before we can expert, indeed before we 
can ask, confiftently with our real good, a removal 
of them. And therefore the trueft, and indeed the 
ihorteft way to remove them is, firft ferioufly to 
confider, and then to promote and forward in ear- 
iieft, the end and defign of them. 

Ie publick evils and calamities are intended, as we 
have the greateft reafon to believe, to bring about a 
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publick reformation ; the furefl method to remove 
them is to bear our part, in proportion as we are 
enabled by our ftation and influence, in conducing 
this publick reformation to an Iiappy ifTue : to de- 
fire a removal of thefe evils and calamities, before 
this falutary end is anfwered, is, in truth, to re- 
queft of infinite wifdom, that it vvculd defeat its 
own wife purpofes at our unreafonable and blind 
importunity : Our petitions, with regard to all thefe 
things^ fhould be fubmitted to that unerring wi{^ 
dom which ordains them ; and our firft and chief 
care fhould be, to render ourfelves fit objed:s of the 
divine favour and protection. 

There was a time when the prayers oi Chrijliam 
were thought formidable by their enemies; but It 
was when they lived like Chrijlians ; and when we 
lift up the fame pure hands and hearts, our God will 
arfe ; then our enemies will be fcattered^ and they 
that hate us^ will flee before us. 

f" Convince your enemies, that you a6t under a 
conftant fenfe of your duty, and that you fet God 
always before you ; for this is your ivfdom in the 
fight of the nations. There is no nation upon earth, 
where there are any feeds of virtue and religion left, 
which will not be afraid of God's mighty hand^ and 
4 out- 
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out-Jiretch' d arm. The great law-gjiver of the Jemos has 
inlifted here upon an argument, which has not been 
fo much attended to as it deferves, the credit and 
reputation of a reHgious practice. The fentiment 
is undoubtedly a jufl one ; and it is not in the power 
of cuftom or fafhion, however prevaiHng, to (lamp 
a charadler upon vice : that will always be as con- 
tradidory to our unprejudiced reafon, as it will be 
deftrudive of our real Kappinefs. 

It becomes us therefore to retrieve the falfe fteps 
which we have taken, to fet up new ftandards of po- 
litenefs in the room of luxury, trifling, and profane- 
nefs ; and to remember, that all notions of honour, 
which are built upon the ruins of virtue and religion, 
are abfurd as well as vain. 

Ask n(fw of the days that are paji^ which were be^ 
fore thee^ Jince the day that God created man upon the 
earth \ 2ind ask from one Jtde of Heaven to the other y 
confult all hiftories, and all ages, and they will all 
agree in reporting the beneficial effects of virtue and 
religion ; not only to individuals, but to communi- 
ties. And this is not only to be proved from hiftory, 
experience, and fadt, but from the nature and reafon 
of things. It is therefore amazing folly, as well as 
wickednefs, in thofe who are fo adtive and indefati- 

D gable 



[ >8 ] 

gable in driving out religion and virtue from among 
us; whofe bufinefs, and whofe pleafure it is, to corrupt 
the morals of the nation ; and who, by a natural 
and necefiary conkquence, undermine and weaken 
it. All irreligious perfons are enemies to their 
country, as they are perpetually involving it in guilty 
and as they are perpetually robbing it of that protec- 
tion under which alone it can be fafe, and profper. ' ' I 
wonder, faid a Pagan orator [d), that they who adul- 
terate the current coin fhould be punifhed with 
death; whilft thofe, who injure you in fo much a 
more effential point, by corrupting and debafing 
morality and public virtue, are liften'd to with at- 
tention and regard." This was too great and 
dangerous an inconfiftency to efcape the notice and 
cenfure of one, who could not but fee, that it 
would be the fureft method of deftroying the inde- 
pendency and liberty of his country. 

It is not the forrow of a day that will produce re- 
formation : much is amifs in the moral and religious 
behaviour of our people, and therefore much is to 
be amended. It feems abfolutely neceffary to recall 
thofe exil'd virtues, induftry and ceconomy ; which 
probably, next to the divine blefTmg, will contri- 

{d) ©cuJix»^ta S" iyuyt, il Tor? f*iv to vo'^wiitju* a^cpSfijso-j ixv»TO( ita,a 
vjurv s5-(v ))' ^nfti'ai, Tor? S' iKnt T^\ !jr«A« xl'£Jll^ov x' «3'»s-oi< arsfBo-i Aoj^ov Sumii. 
Demofth. adv. Leptin. 

^ bute 
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bute moft effedlually to introduce fimplicity of man- 
ners, and uprightnefs of condud: : Nor does it feem 
lefs neceffary to revive that ferious and manly fpirit 
which ufed to be charadteriftic of this nation ; 
but which has of late years given way to fuch an ef- 
feminate, voluptuous turn of mind ; as, if not time- 
ly corrected, will fink our charader as well as for- 
tunes. And when we have recalled thefe virtues, let 
us baniili our vices, and not fufFer them to fet us at 
variance with Heaven, when we cannot but be fen-: 
fible that we ftand in the utmoft need of its afUft- 
ance. 

In a word, it infinitely concerns us all, high and 
low, rich and poor, one with another, by inward 
humiliation and real amendment, to approve our- 
felves to him, who, in the exalted language of the 
Pfalmift, makelh wars to ceafe ; who breaketh the bow, 
and cutteth the fpear afunder^ and burneth the chariot 
in the jire ; who, when the kings of the earth fet them- 
felves^ and the rulers take counfel together^ can utter 
his voice, which they muft all obey. Be fiill, then, 
and know that I am God. 
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